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Guam Board of Examiners for Dentistry
Regular Virtual Board Meeting

Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 3:00 PM

JOIN ZOOM MEETING
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88510076224?pwd=SUN

ZLzZDYmJxeTdnSXhrNDUyelVQdz09

Meeting ID: 885 1007 6224
Passcode: 502416

AGENDA

I. Call to Order
II. Roll call
III. Proof of Publication
IV. Approval of Agenda
V. Approval of Minutes
VI. Treasurer’s Report
VII. HPLO Administrator’s Report
VIII. New Business

a) Initial Applications for Review and 
Approval
b) Guam Dental Society

IX. Old Business
X. Announcements
XI. Adjournment

To view the names of the applicants being 
considered, go to: https://guamdentistry.org/ 
To view the LIVE Streaming link: https://face-
book.com/HPLOGuam

For more information, please contact the Board 
office at (671) 735-7404/10 thru 12. Persons 
needing a telecommunication device for the 
Hearing/Speech Impaired (TDD) may contact 
(671) 475-8339.

This advertisement was paid for by DPHSS/Health 
Professional Licensing Office - Local Funds.

Universities begin analyzing data on COVID-19
knowledge, attitudes, beliefs of Pacific Islanders

By Jolene Toves
jolene@postguam.com

The University of Guam, in partner-
ship with the University of Hawai’i, 
has begun to analyze data collected 
on the knowledge, attitudes and 
beliefs Pacific Islanders have regard-
ing COVID-19.

The study was funded in 2020 
through a grant the University of 
Hawai’i obtained that identified UOG 
as a subrecipient.

At the time, the COVID-19 pandemic 
was just emerging on island and 
vaccines were not available. UOG Vice 
Provost of Research and Sponsored 
Programs Rachael Leon Guerrero said 
the university's focus was primarily on 
pushing testing.

“Everything that had to do with 
COVID-19, with testing, vaccinations, 
what they thought about the virus. Our 
goal was to get people to get tested. 
When the grant first came out, the 
vaccines were not available yet. So 
we were really focused on educating 

people on getting tested so that they 
could see if they tested positive for 
the virus and could get treatment,” 
she said.

Although the study was initially 
funded in October 2020, it was months 
before data could be collected.

“We didn’t start collecting data until 
May 2021 because it took time to set 
up the study, hire, and also to get the 
human subjects' approval. So we just 
finished collecting data in July,” Leon 
Guerrero said.

The study focused solely on 
Pacific Islanders. CHamoru, Yapese, 
Chuukese and Pohnpeian ethnicities 
were part of the subject sample.

“Hopefully, the results will give us a 
better idea how to get into the different 
communities, the different cultures, 
more effectively,” she said.

Data collection wrapped up July 
15 and, while all the data has been 
entered, analysis is only just begin-
ning with the help of a statistician from 
Hawaii, she said.

“We are trying to work on a manu-
script to get that out by January 2023. 
Data analysis actually takes some 
time. We are working on data tables 
to start looking at what the results are 
and then, from there, once we have the 
data tables, we’ll be working on the 
manuscript to submit it to scientific 
journals for publication,” she said.

A community report also will be 
released, Leon Guerrero said, and the 
results will benefit future responses to 
pandemics.

“It's going to help us to see what 
were some of the barriers and chal-
lenges that people faced, some of 
the beliefs in this whole idea of the 
pandemic, in vaccinations and getting 
tested. What were the things that were 
barriers so that the next time around 
another COVID-19 variant comes or 
some other pandemic, at least if we 
know those potential barriers that 
would be helpful for community health 
workers, public health system, univer-
sities and medical providers to know,” 
Leon Guerrero said.

COVID-19 STUDY: 
The University of 
Guam, in partner-
ship with the Univer-
sity of Hawai’i, is 
beginning to analyze 
data collected on the 
knowledge, attitudes 
and beliefs Pacific 
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regarding COVID-19. 
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